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School Calendar 

 
March 

1-5   SOL writing test for 11th grade 

4    Academy Info Night, 7:30-9:00 pm 

9    All-Night Grad committee meeting 

10  Parents Meeting for Chorus Myrtle Beach 

Trip, 7 pm mandatory 

11  Sophomore College Planning, 7 pm 

11  Third quarter interims issued 

11  African American Achievers 7 pm 

13-14  District Band, Westfields HS 

15  Pyramid Choral Concert FHS, 7 pm 

15  PTSA Meeting, 7 pm 

16  Rebel Roundup 7:20-9:30 am 

 3-hour late opening for students 

16  March Madness Student/Teacher Basketball 

17-19  “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 7:00 pm 

20  Chorus District Festival 

22-26  Make-up registrations 

25  Improv Theater 

25-28  Music Dept Spring Trip 

March 29 – April 2   Spring Break 

 

April 

8    Senior Transition Program 

9    End of 3rd quarter 

10  ACT at FHS 

12  NO Teacher Workday – School is open ! 

13  4th quarter begins 

13  All Night Grad committee meeting 

15  Career Day 

17  Fairfax Academy Auditions 

19  3rd Quarter report cards mailed 

19  PTSA meeting 7 pm 

26-30 AP Exam pre-registration 

30  Rebels on the Rise Breakfast, 7:20am

 

A Message from the Principal 
 

Dear Fairfax Parents and Students – 

        It is such a pleasure to return to normalcy 

after our extended break. I hope the snow 

brought families some quality time together, as I 

know I enjoyed additional fun with my family 

outdoor in the snow and keeping warm and dry 

indoors. Our custodians put in a tremendous 

effort getting our building and grounds ready for 

the students’ return. I appreciate all of you who 

contributed your time and energy helping clear 

sidewalks and bus stops that allowed our school 

community to be ready to return full-time on 

Tuesday the 16th. At this time, there are different 

scenarios on how Fairfax County schools will 

make up the missed school time. The School 

Board is expected to make an official decision 

within the next week, and we will be preparing 

for different scenarios in advance. If our 

schedule does change, I will let you know the 

change. Although we are at the end of February, 

teachers are just seeing their students for the first 

times in the second semester. We handed out 

report cards to students on Monday, February 15. 

I hope you had a chance to review them with 

your students.  

Your Views and Opinions Are Important to Us! 
This spring a random sample of Fairfax High School 
parents will receive the Parent Opinion Survey.  This 
survey is part of the Principal Performance Evaluation 
Program and offers parents an opportunity to provide 
anonymous input about various issues related to our 
school.  These include safety, parent involvement, 
curriculum,  communications, and expectations for 
student achievement and behavior. The survey will arrive 
in the mail in early March 2010 and will be returned 
directly to the Fairfax County Public Schools’ Office of 
Student Testing for processing.  If you receive a copy of 
the Parent Opinion Survey, please take a few minutes to 
complete and return it.  Your opinions do matter. 

 

http://www.fcps.edu/FairfaxHS/
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Anthony Terrell has joined our new 

administrative staff as the new assistant 

principal for the senior class, replacing Gloria 

Allen. Mr. Terrell’s arrival to our school is 

actually a return of sorts, as he was a LEAD 

Fairfax intern during the 2007-08 school year. 

For the past year and a half, Mr. Terrell has 

served as an assistant principal at Cooper Middle 

School. At Cooper, he led the administrative and 

instructional staff in incorporating 21st-century 

skills, most notably critical thinking and problem 

solving, in the school improvement plan and 

individual classrooms. Prior to his administrative 

experiences, Mr. Terrell was an ESOL teacher at 

Pimmit Hills Alternative High School and Stuart 

High School. Mr. Terrell also served as a test 

administration specialist in central office’s 

Department of Educational Accountability. His 

focus on instruction, developing positive 

relationships, and fostering a student-centered 

learning environment convinced me that he was 

the right person to support our school as we 

continue to move ahead. For the remainder of the 

school year, Mr. Terrell will serve as the 

supervisor of the math, ESOL, and Family & 

Consumer Science departments as well as the 

administrator for the Class of 2010. Mr. Terrell 

and his wife are the proud parents of two young 

girls, and he is excited to be back at FHS and 

looks forward to working with the senior class. 
         

We held our Curriculum Fair on 

February 18. I was very pleased by the turnout, 

and I was told there were many more parents in 

attendance than past years. I am extremely 

grateful to the many teachers and counselors on 

hand to answer parents’ questions. If you were 

unable to attend, you can access the presentation 

materials for both rising 9th graders and rising 

10th-12th graders via our website at: 

http://www.fcps.edu/FairfaxHS/guidance/studser

vices2.htm (and click on “Planning”).  

 

        We had several students qualify for All-

State Chorus. Rachel Derrick, Emily Schutz, 

and Kelly Spong were named delegates and 

Marvin Argueta-Sol, Chip Barker, Josh 

Fleitman, Thomas Park, and Patrick Weaver 

were named alternates. A great showing for our 

choral program! 

 

Our winter-student athletes have 

continued the Fairfax tradition of excellence. The 

boysô indoor track team finished third in the 

Northern Region championship, the school’s 

highest finish in the last 12 years. Two juniors 

and two seniors advanced to the state 

championship in Hampton. David Ladd won the 

55-meter dash, following up his district 

championship with a regional title. Fellow senior 

Richard Lowe also qualified with a fifth-place 

finish in the shot put. Junior Nabil Mehzer 

placed third in the 55-meter dash and fourth in 

the 300-meter dash. Junior Sam Bechert 

qualified for the state meet by coming in fourth 

in the 55-meter hurdles.  

 

Just before our early February snow, 

many of our track student-athletes shined in the 

Liberty District championship. Richie Lowe won 

the shot put event and David Ladd finished first 

in the 55-meter dash. Nabil Mehzer, David Ladd, 

Chad Allen, and Sam Bechert won the 4 x 200 

meter relay. Other regional qualifiers include: 

Lauren Jones in the 55 meter dash and 55 meter 

hurdles, Liz Nguyen in the 55 meter dash, Sam 

Bechert and Chad Allen in the 55 meter hurdles, 

and David Ladd and Nabil Mehzer in the 300 

meter dash. 

 

In the Virginia state swim and dive 

championship, our student athletes shined. Junior 

Kelli Stockton won the state title with a score 

of 445, crushing the state record as well as her 

own personal best. Talk about peaking at the 

right time and making the most of the moment! 

The boys’ swimming team finished third in the 

state, with all state qualifiers advancing beyond 

the preliminary rounds. Joey Kelly finished first 

in both the 50 and 100 freestyle, breaking the 

state and school record in the 50 free. Our 

freestyle relay team of Jake Baumgardner, Travis 

Lauri, Austin Patteson, and Joey Kelly earned a 

http://www.fcps.edu/FairfaxHS/guidance/studservices2.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/FairfaxHS/guidance/studservices2.htm
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strong second place in the 200 and 400 freestyle 

relays. At the regional meet, Joey Kelly also won 

the 50 free and 100 free, setting new school 

records in the process. Our state-qualifying relay 

teams took first in the 200 free relay and third in 

the 400 free relay. Patrick Johnson broke the 

school record in the 100 backstroke. Other state 

qualifiers include Jake Baumgardner in the 100 

backstroke and Travis Lauri in the 100 free. In 

the girls’ diving, Kelli Stockton also won the 

regional title. Matty Ferguson, Katie Rigotti, 

Peter Rossbach, Tommy Scibilia, and Michael 

Cosgrove also qualified for the state swim and 

dive meet in Virginia Beach. 
 

        In mid-February, our school hosted the 

Northern Region wrestling championship. 

Wrestlers from 30 schools participated on the six 

mats laid out across our gym. It was a 

tremendous display of athletic talent, which 

culminated in the championships Thursday night. 

Jake Cox was our top finisher with second place 

in the 125-pound category. Jordan Yost, 

wrestling at 189 pounds, finished third. Joey 

Vanderplas finished fifth, wrestling at 215 

pounds. Director of Student Activities Tim 

Gordon was masterful in coordinating the 

tournament despite the chaotic surroundings 

caused by the snow and school closures. He took 

what is often a three-day event and shaped it into 

two days, and it ran like clockwork. Both Jake 

and Jordan advanced to the state wrestling 

tournament, held at Robinson Secondary School. 

Jordan finished fourth in the state in his weight 

class. 

 

        Unfortunately, our boys’ and girls’ 

basketball seasons ended with losses in their 

first-round games of the Liberty District 

tournament. Lauren Burford was named the 

Liberty District girlsô player of the year. 

Congratulations, Lauren!  

 

Believe it or not…spring sports started 

on Monday, February 22. Our coaches and 

student athletes are making the best of our 

available indoor space until the snow on our 

fields melts. I want to thank all of the winter 

sports coaches for providing our students another 

forum to develop their abilities and talents, and 

providing the leadership that brings out the best 

in their athletes. 

      

Our students and teachers are looking 

strong as we move toward the “testing season.” 

Juniors will take the SOL writing test during the 

first week of March. I appreciate all of our 

teachers who put learning tasks on their 

Blackboard websites to keep student learning 

moving forward while school was closed. The 

learning never stops at Fairfax High School! 

  
Sincerely, 

Dave Goldfarb 

 

 

 

Rebel Roundup 
 

Wednesday, March 16, 7:30-9:20 am. 

This parent/teacher event is a great way to 

connect with teachers and discuss your son’s or 

daughter’s academic achievement as they 

approach the final quarter of the year. Parents 

will have the opportunity to engage in 2-3 

minute conversations with their child’s teachers. 

 

Students will have a 3-hour delayed opening 
and bus schedules will be changed accordingly.  

Diane Mortiere 

 

 
 

 

 

Bottom Line ï FCPS Budget Info 

 
The Bottom Line is an e-newsletter that will be 

sent to all FCPS parents and employees and 

interested citizens every two weeks while the 

budget for next school year (FY 2011) is 

proposed, discussed, and approved.  

http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011/bottomline021

910.html   

http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011/bottomline021910.html
http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011/bottomline021910.html
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PTSA Meeting Dates 
 

March 15  (7 pm Library) 

April 19  (7 pm Library) 

May 17  (7 pm Career Center) 

June 14  End of Year Dinner (time and place TBD) 

 

 

PTSA 2009-2010 Executive Board 
 

President - Clai Eldrup-Jorgensen 

 claij@cox.net (703) 830-8699 

Vice-President - Diane Mortiere 

  dmortiere@aol.com 

Vice-President - Lisa MacCammon 

  lsmaccam@aol.com 

Recording Secretary - Clare Talbert 

  Talbert4fun@msn.com 

Corresponding Secretary - Janice Wyatt 

  janicewyatt@verizon.net 

Treasurer - Susan Kuck 

  sjkuck@msn.com 

Parliamentarian - Shelly Modes 

  shelly@capitalreunions.com  
 

Newsletter Submission Guidelines 
 

This PTSA newsletter is a monthly publication.  

Deadline for the next issue is March 25; the 

newsletter will be published after spring break. 

Editor…………...………….Joan Szabo 

sailboatjs1@verizon.net 

Assistant……………...……Laurie Ross 

jlross23@verizon.net 

MOVING TO A NEW HOME? 
  

Please remember, if you move to a different 

residence you need to notify Fairfax High 

School.  We will need you to complete a new 

emergency care card and student information 

update form.  Additionally FCPS requires that 

we see a copy of your new deed or lease to 

change your address in our database.  All forms 

can be picked up in the Registrar’s Office, room 

G103. 

 Jackie Anderson 

703-219-2202; fax 703-219-2297 

jkanderson@fcps.edu 

 

 
 

 

Sophomore Parent/Student 

Preparing for College Night 
 

Thursday, March 11, 7:00 pm 

FHS Multi-purpose Room (MPR) 

 

Back by popular demand… Mr. Randy Doss  

Vice President for Enrollment and Campus Life, 

Guilford College  

 

Mr. Doss will present an informative and fun 

program specifically designed to help 10
th

 

graders and parents plan for college.  His 

presentation includes a mock admissions 

exercise.  Come learn how Admissions Officers 

make their decisions! 

Maureen Kim, Career Center Specialist 

Maureen.Kim@fcps.edu 

mailto:claij@cox.net
mailto:dmortiere@aol.com
mailto:lsmaccam@aol.com
mailto:Talbert4fun@msn.com
mailto:janicewyatt@verizon.net
mailto:sailboatjs1@verizon.net
mailto:jlross23@verizon.net
mailto:jkanderson@fcps.edu
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FAIRFAX ACADEMY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q:  How are Fairfax Academy classes 

different from other electives? 

A:  First, they are 2 credits each and meet for 90 

minutes every day.  Second, the career based 

electives are just that ï they incorporate skills, 

projects, and experiences designed to prepare 

students for entry level jobs in the field. 

HOWEVER, typically 97% of Fairfax Academy 

students go on to college before stepping into the 

profession.  Third, in Chinese & Korean classes, 

students earn the equivalent of 2 years of 

language credit in one year, so the pace of 

learning is intense, but reinforced by meeting 

every day.   

 

Q: Can I take AP courses and still take an 

Academy class?    
A: YES!  Many Fairfax Academy students take 

one or more AP or IB classes.  Students with a 

passion for studying one of the fields offered at 

the Academy find ways to meet all of their 

academic obligations and still take an Academy 

class ï some even take an online course, summer 

course or college credit course to make room in 

their schedule. Time management is the key. 

 

Q: Will it be a waste of time if I take a Fairfax 

Academy class and then decide NOT to 

pursue that field beyond high school? 

A:  NO!  Beyond learning the specific 

knowledge and skill sets unique to each class, 

Fairfax Academy students have an opportunity to 

learn ólife skillsô that employers in any 

profession will value ï things like leadership 

skills, creativity & innovation, time management 

skills, problem-solving, global awareness and 

communication, technical literacy, and 

entrepreneurship.    

 

 

Q:  Will taking a Fairfax Academy class mess 

up my daily schedule?   
A:  If you plan carefully, a 2 credit Fairfax 

Academy class can match up well with gray/blue 

day periods for periods 1 & 2 or 7 & 8.  A few 

years ago, the Academy adjusted its class 

schedule to better match the FHS bell schedule.  

 

 

APPLY NOW FOR NEXT YEARôS 

ACADEMY CLASSES! 

¶ Applications for the 2010-11 school year 

are being accepted through March 26. 

¶ Auditions will be Saturday, April 17  

¶ See your school counselor right away for 

more information! 

 

 

 

Fairfax Academy Info Night 

Thursday, March 4, 7:30ï9 pm 

FHS Auditorium 

(Snow Date: Tues, March 9) 

 

Parents and students interested in Fairfax 

Academy classes should definitely plan to attend 

this event.  It’s a great opportunity to meet 

Academy teachers and students, view student 

work, and learn first-hand about classes! 

 

 

 

Curious about what goes on in an Academy 

class?  Ask your school counselor to arrange a 

visit.  Interested students are welcome 

TUESDAYS or WEDNESDAYS through the 

end of March.  Visiting in person during class 

time is a great way to tell if the class will meet 

your expectations.   
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Fairfax Academy offers NINE different 

classes:  Chinese, Dance, Fashion Design, 

Korean, Music & Computer Technology, 

Professional Graphics Studio, Professional 

Musical Theatre & Actor’s Studio, Professional 

Photography Studio, Professional Television 

Production 

 

Congratulations to the following Fairfax 

Academy Students! 

 

Skills USA District Competition (All winners 

will go to State Competition in April) 

¶ ADVERTISING DESIGN:  Miguel Sorino 

(1
st
), Kat Kaar (2

nd
), Jessica Sussman (3

rd
) 

¶ PHOTOGRAPHY:   Taylor Pittman (1
st
 ), 

Yasmina Karrakchou (2
nd

), Elissa Byun (3
rd

) 

¶ TV PRODUCTION (Live):  Team of 

Michael Potter & Manuel Lavalle (2
nd

) 

 

FCCLA District Stars Competition (Winner 

goes to State Competition in April) 

¶ FASHION DESIGN: Meredith Buck – Gold 

Star Rating   

 

Reflections PTSA Arts Competition,  Region 7 

winners  

¶ MUSIC COMPOSITION:  Meredith Buck, 

Michael Frank 

 

                  
 

Scholastic Arts Regional Awards 

¶ DESIGN:  Jason Pyo, Silver Key 

¶ FILM & ANIMATION: Ramez Hashlamon, 

Silver Key; Joe Montoya, Silver Key 

 
 

FX Players Present  

ñCat on a Hot Tin Roofò,  

Gear Up for ñChicagoò 
 

Thank you for coming out to support our 

students’ Virginia High School League one act 

competition entry, “Henry V.”  Director Wendy 

Knight complimented the cast and crew on an 

outstanding effort in a very challenging play, 

saying, “I couldn’t be more proud.” 

 

Congratulations to our juniors and seniors who 

participated in our rescheduled student-directed 

Dessert One Acts Friday, February 19.  It was 

worth the wait! 

 

Brick, Maggie, Big Daddy and the rest of the 

dysfunctional family created by Tennessee 

Williams will be coming to the Black Box March 

17-19 as Theatre Arts 2-4 continues its Pulitzer 

Prize Plays season with “Cat on a Hot Tin 

Roof”.  A different cast will perform each night 

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The long wait is nearly over - auditions for the 

sizzling Spring musical “Chicago” are Thursday 

and Friday February 25-26 from 2:15-5 pm.  The 

cast list will be emailed and rehearsals will begin 

on Monday March 1.  

 
You can help support our talented actors and 

technicians in several ways.  First, join the FHS 

Theatre Boosters (see the website for a 

membership form). Second, sign up with Mrs. 

Knight to work a shift at Star Systems March 5-

7.  Hosting this dance competition is our biggest 

fundraiser of the year, helping to fund $7,000 in 

scholarships for our graduating seniors. It’s 

especially important now that our April One Day 

Drama Camp has been canceled due to the snow 

make up day. Third, attend our Booster meeting 

Wednesday February 24 at 7 p.m. in F111.  And 

finally, come out to our terrific shows.  Check 

out our newly revamped website, 

www.fxplayers.org, for tickets and more 

information.

http://www.fxplayers.org/
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 Chorus Notes 

 
Cabaret Night on February 4th was fabulous!  

Dedicated volunteers transformed the cafeteria 

with lights and decorations into a professional 

venue worthy of the outstanding music.  Two 

groups and nearly two dozen individual acts 

delivered classic jazz and Broadway numbers, 

and Luke Frels emceed the evening with spirit 

and good humor.  Wonderful desserts were 

shared and several lucky participants walked 

away with fantastic gift baskets.  Thanks to all 

who contributed to making this fun fundraising 

event such a great success. 

 

The Spring Trip to Festival in Myrtle Beach is 

only one month away and planning is in full 

swing.  There is a mandatory meeting for 

traveling students and a parent/guardian on 

Wednesday, March 10 at 7:00 pm in the chorus 

room.  There are also several after-school 

rehearsals for the trip choir; the latest details can 

be found on the Student Corner page of the 

website www.fhschorus.net.  

 

Other upcoming chorus events include the 

Pyramid Concert at FHS on Monday, March 

15, at 7:00 pm, and the District Choral Festival 

on Saturday, March 20.  For more info on these 

events, please see the website. 

 

Wanted: Enthusiastic Choral Parents 

 

The Fairfax High School Choral Patrons 

Association (FHSCPA) assists Mr. Frels in 

making the choral program successful and 

rewarding for our students.  The FHSCPA Board 

will be losing some key members at the end of 

the school year as their students graduate and is 

looking for replacements.  If you have some time 

and talent to spare, please consider volunteering 

to join this fun group.  Come to any monthly 

meeting (next one is Tues, March 16 at 7:30 pm 

in FHS room J136), see the FHSCPA page of the 

website, or contact Laura Zelenack 

(llzelenack@aol.com) for more information.   

Band News 
 

The FHS Concert and Symphonic Bands will 

perform at the VBODA District XI Band 

Festival at Westfield HS on March 13-14. These 

performances are the final step in our quest to be 

named a Virginia Honor Band for the second 

straight year, and are a critical component to 

securing Blue Ribbon Status for the entire FHS 

Music Department. Please come support us – 

we’d love to have a big audience! 

  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 

students for becoming eligible for an All-VA 

Band and Orchestra audition - Andy Eshbach, 

Tommy Scibilia, Emily Voeller, Mary Szabo, 

Sam Brott and Andrew Jordan. Good luck!! 

CONGRATULATIONS also to Andy Eshbach, 

Honorable Mention in The U.S. Army 

Orchestraôs 2010 Young Artist Competition. As 

a winner, Andy will perform in concert with the 

U.S. Army Orchestra at NVCC Alexandria on 

Sunday, April 25.  

  

Our Fairfax Jazz Ensemble will be performing 

in the Jazz Festival at Chantilly HS on Saturday, 

March 20
th

. Please come support this group as 

they compete against several jazz groups from 

local high schools! Good luck, Fairfax Jazz! 

Details at the Chantilly Band Booster website: 

www.chantillyband.org/boosters/boosters.htm 

  

Our Winter Drumline and Winter Guard 

groups have entered their competition season! 

Every Saturday, our groups will compete in 

regional AIA (Atlantic Indoor Association) 

competitions. If you’ve never witnessed an 

indoor drumline or guard competition, please 

come check it out! Schedules for each 

competition may be found at atlanticindoor.org. 

 

Finally, thank you to everyone who came out 

and supported the bands during our Ledo's Pizza 

nights.  Thanks to your generosity and that of 

Ledo's the bands made $200.  Look for other 

restaurant night to be announced soon. 

http://www.fhschorus.net/
mailto:llzelenack@aol.com
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Fairfax High Schoolôs 

MMMAAARRRCCCHHH   MMMAAADDDNNNEEESSSSSS   
Student/Faculty 

Basketball Game 
 

 

 
 

BRING YOUR ATTITUDE 

BRING YOUR MUSCLE 

BRING YOUR SKILL 

BRING YOUR GAMEé 

JUST BRING IT! 

 

When:  Tuesday, March 16, 2010  

Time:    7:30 pm tip-off 

Where:  Fairfax High School Field House 

Tickets: $5.00 at the door 

Why:    All Proceeds Benefit All-Night Grad Party 

 

Faculty members, come join your colleagues in takin’ 

it to the kids…contact Nancy Melnick and let her 

know YOU’VE STILL GOT GAME.   

 

For those of you who prefer to stay on the 

sidelines…come and help CHEER on the teams!  

 

The FHS Leadership Class is coordinating the student 

team…so, STUDENTS, let them know you want to 

play!  You do not want to miss the halftime show!  

 

HEY FACULTY, You’re not going to let the 

children win ARE YOU??~!!!   

 

 

 

 

 

2010 ALL-NIGHT GRAD PARTY 
 

               
 

 

Date: June 18, 2010  GRADUATION DAY!!! 

Time: 11:00 pm-5:00 am 

Place: Fairfax High School 

 

Parents –Every school in Fairfax County, as well as 

the entire commonwealth of Virginia, participates in 

All -Night Grad sanctioned celebrations. The 

motivating factor behind All -Night Grad is to 

provide our graduating seniors a safe, fun place to 

spend graduation night and celebrate with their 

fellow students and friends. Since All-Night Gradôs 

inception, no teen in Virginia has been involved in a 

traffic fatality on graduation night! 

 

All -Night Grad is a no-alcohol, no-drugs, parent and 

volunteer chaperoned event that takes place here at 

FHS the evening of graduation and lasts all night. If 

you’d like to help out with the All -Night Graduation 

Party, contact Becky Andrewes at 

andrewes@verizon.net or call (703) 815-7204. 

 

The All -Night Graduation Committee will be 

hosting numerous exciting events to help raise money 

for the extravaganza and will be seeking your help to 

make these activities a success. 

 

Please contact Kim Newman, newmanka@aol.com 

or (703) 818-1429 with questions or concerns. 

 

 

 

mailto:newmanka@aol.com
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Keeping up with Technology 
 

            The STEM Initiative is growing 

exponentially.  Believe it or not, this is an 

understatement.  Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics --  in other 

words, STEM -- is on the way to becoming a 

significant trend in higher education, as well as 

in K-12.  If you search the Internet, you will find 

hundreds of colleges and high school websites 

offering STEM courses, programs, or presenting 

research data on this topic.  Prestigious colleges 

such as MIT and Princeton are leading the way.    

 
One of my students, Stephen Harris, from 

Oakton High School, recently demonstrated a 

human-size robot in front of President Barack 

Obama, his staff, guests and press members. 

Guess what the robot was doing?  It moved from 

a corner of the room to the middle, controlled by 

another student, and it tossed basketball-size 

balls back to Stephen as it received them.  This 

last event happened in pre-programmed mode.  

Yes, Stephen showed the world that U.S. high 

school students can build and program a 

functional robot routinely.  

 

A movie of this event was broadcast on 

youtube last week.   Designing, building and 

programming this robot are typical First 

Robotics Club activities.  President Obama 

spoke highly of robotics activities in high 

schools and colleges.  He announced First 

Robotics Club activities as being part of the 

official STEM initiative.   

 

Several FCPS teachers designed a new 

STEM course last summer, which is becoming a 

part of the VA high school technology 

curricula: The Emerging Technologies.  In this 

one-year advanced technology course, which is 

going to be a part of dual curricula with area 

colleges, we offer learning opportunities in Bio-

Technology, Artificial Intelligence, Nano-

Technology, and Computer Integrated 

Manufacturing in a project-driven 

environment.  This is going to be an exciting and 

motivating course for students.     

 

            Hydrogen-Fuel Cell Technology may 

be what drives your car tomorrow.  Our world is 

witnessing a technology transformation.  The 

current energy crisis stemming from extensive 

use of fossil fuel and resulting air pollution with 

high levels of carbon dioxide will cause a 

significant change in the way we develop new 

technologies in coming decades.   

 

Hydrogen-Fuel Cell offers a clean-air 

solution to the current problem and is being 

researched avidly.  We in the Design & 

Technology class are doing our part by studying 

this subject in three separate projects,  In the 

Solar-Hydrogen-Fuel Cell project, students  

generate electricity from solar cells, use the 

electricity for the electrolysis of water, and use 

the hydrogen collected from the water to 

generate new electricity to start an engine.  

Learning and excitement go hand-in-hand.   

 

Our Wind-Hydrogen-Fuel Cell energy 

project enables students to store energy from 

wind turbines in the form of hydrogen in order to 

use it later.  We are obtaining very promising 

results with high efficiency rates.  In the final 

project, students experiment with solar-cell 

generated electricity (on a summer day with 

lots of sunshine) to power hydrogen-fuel cells to 

separate hydrogen from water so that it operates 

an electric car that is designed to avoid 

collisions.  Bravo Design & Technology 

students.           
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Engine Design and Animation with 

Inventor 2008 is becoming popular among 

students who are on a mechanical engineering 

track. An Engineering Design Student started 

constructing solid models of engine parts and 

sub-assemblies to build a working engine.   All 

can be made possible in Inventor 2008, solid 

modeling software from Autodesk, the software 

company of famous AutoCAD.  Learning by 

understanding is only possible if you build a 

working engine. 

 

            Calculus with Applications in 

Technology Education may be the first of its 

kind in history of CTE.  Calculus is considered 

as a subject area of Mathematics which is not for 

everybody; however, this year Pre-Engineering 

students (formerly Introduction to Engineering) 

are proving otherwise by learning certain 

engineering applications of the Calculus.  Pre-

Engineering students appear to be enjoying and 

learning this subject at the same time.  This 

project is expected to enable future engineers to 

become prepared for challenges of college by 

developing a predisposition for Calculus 

applications.  This Introduction to Calculus 

project was inspired by an in-service on that 

more applied Mathematics is beneficial in CTE 

courses which took place in Technology 

Education Summer 2009 Conference at 

Richmond.    

Emre Ege, M.Ed., M.A. 

 

SMART MONEY 
 

Have you registered your frequent buyer cards so 

Fairfax can earn cash each time you make purchases? 

It's simple but you need to renew each year!   Please 

register today! 

 www.giantfood.com/aplus    

School code: 01873 

 

 Safeway 

www.escrip.com School code: 2145176. 

Escrip also earns credits at many VISA locations, 

including Macys, Eddie Bauer and more! 

 Bloom 

www.bloomforyourschool.com   code: 01053. 

 

 
School code: 70103644 

 

TARGET REDCARD 
www.target.com/tcoe;  

School code: 103609  

 
  

  

 

http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.bloomforyourschool.com/
http://www.target.com/tcoe


Fairfax High School   11                    February 2010 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Submission Guidelines  
 Next newsletter will be in April; Deadline for articles is March 25.  

 

Editor……...………….Joan Szabo, sailboatjs1@verizon.net  

Assistant…………...……Laurie Ross, jlross23@verizon.net  

 

PTSA President- Clai Eldrup-Jorgensen, claij@cox.net   

(703) 830-8699 

 

 


