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School Calendar    
 
October 
28 Music Department Masquerade Concert  
30 End of 1st quarter 
31 VBODA Regional Band Competition 
 
November 
2-3 Teacher workdays – NO SCHOOL 
3   One-day drama workshop 
4-5  “Our Town” FX Players performance 
6 Report cards mailed home 
6    Pathway applications due 
6 - Final Game/Senior Night 
7   SATs (not at FHS) 
11 Veterans Day –  
11  Rebel Roundup 7:30-9:20 am 
 3-hour late opening for students 

11  sports physicals, 6–8 pm 
11 Theatre Boosters Meeting, F111 7 p.m. 
12  November PTSA newsletter deadline 
12  African American Achievers meeting 
12   Youth Safety in a Digital World, Lanier 

Auditorium, 7 pm 
16  PTSA Meeting, 7 pm 
17 Academic Recognition Ceremony, 10 am 
19   Financial Aid Night- MPR, 7pm 
25   2-hour early release 
26-27  Thanksgiving holiday 

 
December 
3-6 Lucky Stiff performances 
5  SATs (not at FHS) 
11  Interim grades issued to students 
12  ACT at FHS 
14  PTSA Holiday Dinner 
17  Music Dept Winter Concert 
23  Early release 
24-Jan 1– Winter break 

 

 

A Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Fairfax Parents and Students – 

It amazes me that October, and the first marking 
period, is coming to an end. Our students have settled in 
to school and classroom routines. The energy level of 
our school remains high, and our students are continuing 
to impress. They make me proud in so many ways! 

For example, last Friday, I had an opportunity to 
visit several classrooms. In a business class, I found our 
students joined by several aspiring business teachers 
being prepared at Indiana University of Pennsylvania as 
well as a representative from the National Business 
Education Association. They came to Fairfax HS to 
observe classes and engage our teachers in a dialogue 
about teaching Business & Information Technology at 
the high school level. The teacher facilitated a debate on 
the issue of economic growth versus environmental 
conservation. Before the debate, students worked in 
groups to share and scrutinize information they found on 
the Internet. Whereas students a generation ago spent 
hours finding information (have you ever tried to 
describe a card catalog to your students?), this 
generation of students needs to have the skills to 
discover the validity and significance of information. 

Another difference I have noticed between my 
experience as a student and students today is the level of 
interaction and collaboration in learning. I do not 
remember being encouraged by my teachers to work 
together to reach an answer, or having an opportunity to 
discuss answers with my classmates. I watched students 
in a math classroom work through an individualized 
review and then work with classmates in small groups 
on more rigorous problems in preparation for a test. In 
Spanish classrooms, students conversed with their peers 
through headphones all around the classroom. Our 
school has four language labs (I believe there are only 
five in all of FCPS!) that allow teachers to pair students 
with their peers and have private conversations through 
the headphones. Teachers monitored conversations and 
interacted with the pairs to give them feedback. The 
system also allows teachers the ability to record 
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dialogues and play them back for students to self-assess 
their speaking proficiency.  

At the very end of the school day, I watched 
choral director Mr. Frels direct his singers in a 
performance in the school’s atrium. The students 
rehearsed Ave Verum Corpus, a sacred song that was 
first heard in English cathedrals nearly 400 years ago. 
Their beautiful sound was complimented by the 
tremendous acoustics of our atrium. Visitors to the 
school and staff around the main office stopped in their 
tracks and watched in delight. Having watched the 
students and staff at work for the past two months, I am 
convinced I have the best job in Fairfax County! 

The excellent performances continued after 
school. In the cold rain, the field hockey team celebrated 
its senior night with a 2-1 comeback victory over 
Marshall. It was the team’s third overtime game that 
week. The victory gave the team the best record in the 
Liberty district. I have been so impressed by the 
students’ tireless energy and effort to achieve excellence. 
Inside and outside the classroom, it seems like “giving 
up” is a phrase that is not part of our students’ 
vocabulary. The success continued into the weekend. 
The following day, the Marching Rebels adjusted better 
than their rivals in being forced to perform indoors, and 
took home first place in our class (AAA) at the Oakton 
Classic. The band, debuting their new marching 
uniforms, also took home trophies for Best Brass and 
Best Woodwinds, with percussion coming in a strong 
second.  
 This year, our school’s Rewards & Remediation 
(R&R) program started in October. R&R is a 44-minute 
period offered every other day (“Gray” days) as an 
opportunity for students to improve their skills or 
progress in a given class. Starting on October 16, 
students with at least one “F” on an interim or report 
card are assigned to meet with the teacher of that class 
during R&R time. Students remain assigned to the 
teacher(s) with which they recently received an “F” until 
the next reporting (interims or report cards). Students 
must remain in one location for the entire R&R period. 
Students who do not receive any “Fs” are rewarded with 
a free period. They are allowed to go to the cafeteria, 
library, or to any teacher of their choosing. Seniors may 
also go to the Career Center. This targeted intervention 
allows for increased student learning and stronger 
student-teacher relationships. It also allows students a 
higher level of choice in how they manage their time 
during the school day. Please encourage your students to 
make effective use of their R&R time.  

Report cards will be mailed home at the end of 
the first week in November. If your student’s grades 
cause you any concern, I hope you will use the report 
cards to begin conversations with your students about 

their efforts and their goals before making contact with 
teachers. If you have not already done so, help your 
child reflect upon his or her own work habits and 
determination level. Help him or her set realistic and 
attainable academic goals for the next marking period. 
Suggest specific adjustments they can make in order to 
reach those goals. Remind your child that they are 
accountable for their own learning. Parents will also 
have an opportunity to speak with teachers at Rebel 
Roundup, which will be held in the Field House on 
Wednesday, November 11. We look forward to working 

as partners with you in supporting every child’s success. 
 

Dave Goldfarb 

 

 

2009-2010 Fairfax High School  
Honor Roll 

 
The grading and weighting changes made by Fairfax 
County Public Schools raised a number of questions on 
how Fairfax High School will recognize academic 
success. This school year, the FHS Honor Roll will 
collectively celebrate all students who complete the 
quarter with no grade below a B- while enrolled in a 
minimum of 4 classes for credit that quarter. Students 
meeting these standards will be recognized in the 
quarterly honor roll. The PTSA Academic Boosters and 
FHS staff are also developing and refining existing 
programs to honor student effort and achievement. We 
look forward to celebrating our students' successes this 
year. 

Student Services – Marcy Miller  
 
 
 

YOUTH SAFETY IN A DIGITAL WORLD 
Thursday, November 12, 2009 
Lanier Middle School Cafeteria, 7:00–8:30 pm 
Presented by the Fairfax Community Coalition 
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Message from PTSA President 
 
Please nominate your favorite teacher for Teacher of the 
Year.  The due date has been extended to Friday, 
October 30.  The nomination forms are on the FHS and 
PTSA websites.  This is a great way for our teachers to 
feel valued in these tough budget times. 
 
Check out the FHS website for the link to the FCPS 
Community Dialogue sessions on the upcoming budget.  
This year it is crucial for all of us to participate in the 
budget process.  The decisions made will directly affect 
your student’s experience in the high school next year. 
 
Sign up now for the Giant, Safeway and Bloom school 
programs.  Many schools in the area receive tens of 
thousands of dollars through these programs for student 
enrichment and staff development.  Fairfax High would 
like to receive these additional monies, too! 
 
It’s not too late to join the PTSA!  Your membership is 
vital to the success of the PTSA at Fairfax!  Click on the 
“Join Now” button on the top left side of the PTSA 
home page for a form to download.  Student directories 
can also be ordered on this form for $6 each. 
 
Don’t miss Rebel Roundup on Wednesday, November 
11!  This is a great opportunity to meet with your 
student’s teachers and make a connection. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
Cafeteria/Custodian Appreciation on October 14.  The 
celebrations were much appreciated by these 
hardworking individuals. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at anytime at 
claij@cox.net or 703-830-8699. 

Clai Jorgensen 
 

PTSA Meeting Dates 
 

Nov 16  (7 pm Library) 
Dec 14  Holiday Dinner (time and place TBD) 

Jan 25  (7 pm Library)  
Feb 22  (7 pm Library)  
March 15  (7 pm Library) 
April 19  (7 pm Library) 
May 17  (7 pm Career Center) 
June 14  End of Year Dinner (time and place TBD) 

 
PTSA 2009-2010 Executive Board 

 
President - Clai Eldrup-Jorgensen 
 claij@cox.net (703) 830-8699 
Vice-President - Diane Mortiere 
  dmortiere@aol.com 
Vice-President - Lisa MacCammon 
  lsmaccam@aol.com 
Recording Secretary - Clare Talbert 
  Talbert4fun@msn.com 
Corresponding Secretary - Janice Wyatt 
  janicewyatt@verizon.net 
Treasurer - Susan Kuck 
  sjkuck@msn.com 
Parliamentarian - Shelly Modes 
  shelly@capitalreunions.com  

 
Newsletter Submission Guidelines 

 
This PTSA newsletter is a monthly publication.  
Deadline for the next newsletter is November 12th. 

Editor…………...………….Joan Szabo 
sailboatjs1@verizon.net 

Assistant……………...……Laurie Ross 
jlross23@verizon.net 

 
 

Rebel Roundup 
 

Wednesday, November 11, 7:30 am to 9:20 am.   
This parent/teacher event is a great way to connect with 
your child’s teachers and discuss your son’s or 
daughter’s academic achievement as they go into the 
second quarter. Parents will have the opportunity to 
engage in 2-3 minute conversations with their child’s 
teachers.   
 
Students will have a 3-hour delayed opening and bus 
schedules will be changed accordingly.  Mark your 
calendar in advance for the March 16, 2010, Rebel 
Roundup too. 

Diane Mortiere 
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African American Achievers 
(AAA) 

  
Next meeting, Thursday, November 12, 2009,  
7:00 pm in the school library." 
 
AAA is a parent/student organization that meets  
monthly to accomplish the mission and vision:  
 
Mission Statement: 
• To inspire students to be the best they can be 

• To promote the power of education and an 
aptitude for learning   

• To encourage students to strive for scholastic 
excellence 

• To assist students in reaching goals and objects 

• To help improve student’s study skills and 
habits 

• To communicate the importance of diligence 
and determination   

• To support parents in their child’s academic 
experience 

• To provide useful information and resources 

• To empower students via guest speakers and 
workshops 

• To develop positive leaders at Fairfax High 
School and in the world 

 
Vision: 
• To achieve increased parent participation in 

child’s education 

• To see more students enrolled in honors and AP 
courses 

• To achieve the highest grade on quizzes and 
tests 

• To achieve top scores on AP exams, SOLs, 
SATs and similar exams 

• To see all students applying for college 
scholarships 

• To witness student’s acceptance into a college 
or university 

 

 
 

FREE CASH FOR FAIRFAX! 
 
We need your support to ensure that Giant’s A+ 
Bonus Bucks, Safeway’s eScrip program, and 
Bloom’s Shopping is a Breeze program make a 
significant impact on our fundraising efforts.  
Please note that you MUST re-register your card 
EVERY year.   
 
Out of more than 2,300 students at Fairfax this year, 
ONLY 74 parents have signed up for the Giant 
program.  And, there are over 340 parents who 
have NOT yet renewed their Safeway registration 
from last year.  
 
To sign up or renew is quick and easy.   

For Giant, visit 
www.giantfood.com/aplus.  Our school code is 
01873.  Or, you can call 1-877-275-2758 to register 
your card over the phone. 
 

For Safeway, simply visit 
www.escrip.com and click on "Yes! Renew".  The 
Fairfax High School ID is 2145176. 
 

 For Bloom, visit any 
Bloom store or go to www.shopbloom.com.  Our 
school code is 01053. 
 
After you register your cards, each shopping trip to 
Giant, Safeway, and Bloom earns CASH FOR 
FAIRFAX!  The money can be used for any of our 
school’s educational needs.  Thank you for your 
continued support of Fairfax High School 

Lora Brzezynski 
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College Information and 
Planning Events 

 
College Admission Representatives visit Fairfax to 
give our juniors and seniors valuable information 
about their schools. Students can sign up for the 
college visits in Family Connection (through their 
Blackboard account), under visit schedule.   

 
 
 
Financial Aid Night 
Thursday, November 19, 2009 
7:00 pm, FHS Multipurpose Room 
 
Speaker: Mr. Bill Brosseau, Director of Graduate 
and Professional Programs, Sallie Mae and 
previously with Georgetown University’s Financial 
Aid Office 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn first hand 
about what you need to know about financial aid 
from an expert in the field.  If you have questions 
about categories, types and sources of financial aid, 
cost of attendance (COA), expected family 
contribution (EFC) and the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you won’t want to 
miss this presentation.  All your questions will be 
answered!   

 
FREE SAT Prep Classes 

 
Thanks to a second year of support from the Fairfax 
City Schools, FHS offers a FREE online SAT Prep 
program through the College Board. Students in the 
10th-12th grade  receive access codes and login 
information from their counselors; 9th graders 
receive them through the 9th grade transition 
program.  

R&R College Help Sessions  
for Seniors 

 
Does your senior feel overwhelmed with the college 
admissions process?  Do they need help staying on 
track?  Student Services has help sessions 
specifically planned for seniors! 
 
Location: Career Center 
Time:  During R&R, 8:54-9:33 AM 
Mini workshop topics include: 
October 26 – Scholarships & Financial Aid 
October 30 – College Essays 
November 19 – Resume Writing 
November 23 – Application Critique 
   Seniors should bring final or draft applications 
and essays to the session.  A counselor will read 
them and provide feedback. 
December 3 – Applying to Arts Colleges 
   Learn the ins and outs of putting together a 
winning portfolio, preparing for an audition and 
winning an arts scholarship. 
 
No sign up required.  For questions, contact Mrs. 
Kim in the Career Center at 703-219-2204 or 
MHKim@fcps.edu.         

 
 

CLASS OF 2010  

Thanks to all who have paid their seniors dues.  We 
will be collecting them again November 11-13, 
including at Rebel Roundup.  Remember that the 
dues are $25 if you pay during this time period. 
  
Make-up dates for senior portraits will be Oct 27, 
Oct 28 and Nov 2.  Lifetouch will contact you if 
you have not had your picture taken.  You will need 

to speak directly with them if you can not make the 

appointment you are assigned.  If you do not have 
your picture taken on one of these days you will not 
be in the yearbook. 
 
 



Fairfax High School 6    October 2009 

Hey Seniors!  
        Do you want to Party??? 
 
Parents, teachers, advisors and the whole Fairfax 
community are beginning to plan THE PARTY OF 
THE YEAR in your honor.  To celebrate all of your 
hard work, amazing accomplishments, mature and 
responsible behavior AND the fact that YOU ARE 
GRADUATING… FHS will be hosting a Party 
Not-To-Be-Missed!  The excitement of the All 
Night Graduation Party is something you will 
remember all of your lives.  There will be food, 
games, entertainment, music, casino, prizes and 
much, much MORE!   
 

ALL NIGHT GRADUATION PARTY 
DETAILS 
 
Date: June 18, 2010 - GRADUATION DAY!!!  
Time: 11:00 p.m. - 5:00 a.m.  
Place: Fairfax High School  
 
Parents –Every school in Fairfax County, as well as 
the entire State of Virginia participates in All Night 
Grad sanctioned celebrations.  The motivating 
factor behind All Night Grad is to provide our 
graduating seniors a safe, fun place to spend 
graduation night and celebrate with their fellow 
students and friends.  Since All Night Grad’s 
inception, no teen in the State of Virginia has been 
involved in a traffic fatality on graduation night!  
All Night Grad is a no alcohol, no drugs, parent and 
volunteer chaperoned event that takes place here at 
FHS the evening of graduation and lasts all night. 
 
If you’d like to help out with the All Night 
Graduation Party, please contact Becky Andrewes 
at andrewes@verizon.net or call (703) 815-7204. 
The All Night Graduation Committee will be 
hosting numerous exciting events to help raise 
money in support of the All Night Graduation 
Party extravaganza and will be seeking your help to 
make these activities a success.   
 
Please contact Kim Newman, newmanka@aol.com 
or (703) 818-1429 with questions or concerns.  
 

 

 
Go Green – Recycle Your Old 

SLR Cameras for Photography 
Students 

 
Got an old SLR film camera sitting around 
gathering dust? Donate it to the Photography 1 
classes. This year, students are not required to buy a 
film camera, so the classes are in great need of 
donated cameras to lend out. Please send cameras to 
the high school photography room, H128 or the 
main office. Please leave your name and address 
with the camera; you will receive a donation letter 
for tax purposes.  

Patricia A. Washburn 

Art Department Chairperson 

 
 

 
 

Need a Brake Job? 
 
Fairfax High’s Automotive Technology program 
offers 30-, 60-, and 100,000 mile check-ups, 
complete brake jobs, tune-ups, oil changes and used 
car check-outs.   
 
We also are part of the Student Auto Sales, a 
County-run used car dealership.  We accept cars, 
watercraft and motorcycles for a 100% IRS 
donation.  Students do a 12-point checklist on 
donated vehicles, then do the work required to get 
the vehicle in shape to pass state inspection and 
emission tests.  These vehicles are then sold and 
70% of the profits are returned back into the 
program so that we are able to purchase the most 
up-to-date equipment. To donate a vehicle or 
schedule service, call the Auto Shop at (703) 591-
8589 or e-mail less.steger@fcps.edu. 
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FAIRFAX ACADEMY NEWS 
 
 

College Prep:   Many Fairfax Academy teachers are 
incorporating college planning into their first 
quarter instruction.  In addition to assigning college 
research projects, teachers are hosting college 
presentations, assisting students with developing 
audition and portfolio materials, and meeting with 
parents.  Earlier in October, the Academy held its 
first “College Prep Day” with an overview 
presentation on career and college planning, 
followed by breakout sessions on Auditions, Fine 
Art Portfolios, Digital Portfolios, and College 
Resumes & Essays.  An additional presentation on 
“Planning for College and Careers in the Arts” was 
offered as part of the Academy’s Back to School 
Night program. 
 
On average, 97% of Academy students go on to 
pursue 2 or 4 year college degrees, with a 
significant number studying a major related to their 
Academy courses. 
 
 
FGI Scholarship winner:  Jinny Suh, Fashion 
Design 1 student at Fairfax Academy (2008-09), 
recently received the 1st Place Scholarship Award 
from The Fashion Group Foundation of 
Washington, DC.  The scholarship competition is 
for college and high school students in the Metro 
DC region – including Maryland (up to the 
Baltimore area), Northern Virginia and DC.  Fairfax 
Fashion Design students have been awarded 
scholarships from this professional group for the 
last 10 years, but this is our first 1st place winner.  
Jinny is studying at FIT this fall.  
 
 
Creative Leaders 101:  On October 8, all Academy 
classes participated in the first Creative Leaders 
Project (CLP) event of the year.  Instruction that 
day included activities and discussions of leadership 
concepts, media convergence, the new Creative 
Economy, elevator speeches and networking, visual 
thinking, global opportunities, future career options 
and entrepreneurship. Students were encouraged to 
consider leadership within the context of their 
Academy courses and how they might apply 
innovative solutions to future professional and 

societal challenges. This is the first in a series of 
activities to be offered in 2009-2010 as part of the 
Academy’s Creative Leaders Project, in partnership 
with Apple FCU Education Foundation. 
 
 
Practicing Collaboration:  One of the 21st Century 
skills being emphasized at the Academy is 
Collaboration.  It is important not only to the 
creative process of artists and performers, but also 
to global understanding and cultural insight.  Some 
early examples:  Dance and Musical Theatre 
students taking lessons together in stage dance and 
choreography; Professional Photography students 
collaborating in small groups to complete a light 
writing project (painting with light); TV Production 
students filming Musical Theatre students as they 
perform rehearsed monologues.  More to come as 
the year progresses…….   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Safe Teen Driving 
 
For parents of future or present teen drivers: 
Partners for Safe Teen Driving Presentation 
December 8 at Fairfax H.S., 6:30pm in the 
Auditorium 

Brent Newell, HPE Department Chair 

 
Support Fairfax Academy Dancers! 

When you come to FHS to vote on November 3, 
bring money for  

coffee and yummy baked goods provided by 
Dance students!   
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Students Against Destructive 
Decisions (SADD) Club 

 
The SADD Club members will present a workshop 
to Daniels Run Elementary 6th grade students about 
making safe and healthy decisions. It’s a great way 
for young students to see positive role models first 
hand – and a fabulous opportunity for the high 
school students to validate and affirm their 
commitment to a life free of drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco, and other destructive actions. 
 
The high school students will receive specialized 
training to lead and present the workshop along 
with support from the club sponsors and the 
elementary classroom teachers. The workshop will 
facilitate and encourage open discussions of ‘real’ 
life issues that each student may face at any point in 
their lives. The SADD Club members are very 
enthused to have this opportunity to reach out into 
the community and the lives of younger students. 
 
The SADD Club is open to ALL students who wish 
to make safe, healthy decisions. It usually meets 
every other Wednesday, encouraging one another to 
use the best prevention tools possible to deal with 
the issues of underage drinking, other drug use, teen 
violence, and other destructive decisions. The club 
fosters positive peer pressure and role modeling 
which help prevent destructive decisions and set a 
healthier, safer course for lives. The club is an 
activism organization and includes outreach to 
middle and elementary schools, partnering with 
MADD, and peer-to-peer education.  
 
ALL students are urged to attend and bring a friend. 
  
ALL parents are urged to volunteer in Club 
activities to further encourage students in making 
responsible choices. You are invited at anytime.  

Heike Harrup @ hhharrup@fcps.edu 

 

 

 

Academic Boosters 
 
Mark your calendars!  Our first event, the 
Academic Recognition Ceremony, will be held at 
Fairfax High School on November 17th in the 
auditorium.  Parents and guardians of the honored 
students are invited to attend.  The ceremony will 
take place from 9:10 to 10:20 am, followed by a 
dessert reception in the library during the student’s 
lunch period.  (There are three lunch periods 
between 10:30 am and 12:30 pm.  Please note there 
may be a time gap between the ceremony and the 
reception, depending upon your student’s lunch 
period.) 
 The Academic Recognition Ceremony 
honors students who maintained a 3.5 (or above) 
grade point average for the previous high school 
year, National Merit Scholars, National 
Achievement Scholars, and Advanced Placement 
Scholars.  All eligible students will be sent an 
invitation to their homes later this month.  We hope 
to see you there. 
 Last month we honored numerous parents 
who sent donations and offered to volunteer for our 
events.  We have more names to add to our list:   
 
Tamera Harper 
Cynthia Weger  
Dan and Mary Hacker 
Inge Gedo and Wayne Applewhite 
Tracy Gordon 
Brenda and Gerry Weaver 
Lynda Rozell 
Katy O’Grady 
Doo Hwan Kim 
Debbie Mattocks 
Julie and Barry Lerner 
Suzi Ginch 
Richard and Darci Nelson 
Patricia White 
Kathleen and David Tourtellotte 
Sheila Long 
Carol Allen 
Clai Jorgenson 
Anonymous (3) 
 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
 

Susan Kuck; sjkuck@msn.com; Shelly Bechert; 

Shellybechert@verizon.net 
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Music Department 
 

Masquerade Concert  
Wednesday, October 28th at 7:30 p.m. in the FHS 
auditorium.   

 
Don’t miss the popular Masquerade Concert!  
Music from Fairfax’s award-winning choral groups, 
band and orchestra will be fun and funky (and 
maybe even spooky…) and the costumes wild and 
wacky. Prizes for the scariest, funniest, and most 
creative costumes will be awarded at the end of the 
concert. Admission is free. 
 
Tables in the commons area will feature various 
music department fundraisers, including Chorus 
White House Christmas ornaments, desserts, soy 
candles, and musical magnets, Fairfax Band car 
magnets and spirit wear and Orchestra pie sales. 

 

Winter Concert 
Thursday, December 17th in the FHS auditorium.  
Inspire your holiday spirit!  
 

Chorus Cabaret Night 
Friday, January 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the FHS café.  
(Please note: this is a new date). Individual students 
and all choruses will perform classic jazz and 
Broadway songs. Bring the whole family to this fun 
fundraising event.  Tickets go on sale soon; see 
your neighborhood chorus student or check 
www.fhschorus.net for additional information. 
 

Chorus News 
Chorus students have been busy offering you the 
opportunity to purchase seasonal merchandise and 
tasty treats to help defray the costs of the music 
department’s spring trip to Myrtle Beach.  Your 
support for them and the FHS Choral Department is 
greatly appreciated. 

 
FHS Chorus will be hosting a fundraising dinner 
event at Noodles & Company on Friday, 
November 13th.  Take the whole gang for a great 
meal at the Main Street location in Fairfax and be 
sure to mention that you’re supporting Fairfax 
Chorus!  
 

The Choral Department Lock-In for participating 
students will commence right after Cabaret.  This 
change allows more preparation time for 
performers, which means a better show for the 
audience, and is environmentally-friendly because 
fewer trips to the school are needed!   
 

 

 
 

Band News 
 

The Marching Rebels Band brought home first 
place awards from the USBBA Herndon 
competition and the Oakton Classic. At the Oakton 
Classic, we also took home first place for the 
woodwinds and the brass sections, with drum line 
earning a second place. On October 24th, the 
Marching Rebels continued their winning streak 
with first place in AAA class at the James Madison 
University Parade of Champions. The band also 
brought home awards for Best Music and Best 
General Effect. 
 
Upcoming: the Virginia Band Directors (VBODA) 
Regional at West Springfield on October 31. The 
final performance will be on November 6th at the 
final home football game of the year/senior night. 
Thanks to all of the parents who make each 
competition and performance a success. 
 
The Marching Rebels are excited to debut our new 
band uniforms, which were purchased to replace 
those that had been damaged during a flood at 
school. We would like to especially thank FCPS 
Risk Management, Rod Spelman, Patty Chatman, 
and both current and previous Fairfax 
administrators who worked so diligently to ensure 
that our band uniforms would be replaced. We look 
forward to using these uniforms for years to come! 
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On October 5th, band students auditioned for the 
Senior Regional Orchestra (SRO). Andy Eshbach 
earned first chair in both oboe and English horn 
(Andy chose to perform on oboe), and Mary Szabo 
earned second chair for bassoon. The SRO concert 
is scheduled for Saturday, November 14th at West 
Potomac High School. Congratulations to all who 
auditioned! This band consists of students from 
three school districts, and is more competitive than 
the district band auditions in January. 
 
Reminder: the Band Fall Fundraisers are due 
October 28 and will benefit both the band and the 
students, providing a way for students to earn 
money toward our Music Department Spring Trip 
to Myrtle Beach, SC. This year the fundraisers 
include Christmas Greens, Citrus Fruit, Poinsettias, 
Cookie Dough, Cheesecakes and Nuts. E-mail Joan 
Szabo, sailboatjs1@verizon.net,with questions 
 

FX Players perform Our Town 
and Lucky Stiff 

 
The Production Class Theatre Arts 2-4 students will 
perform the first of the three Pulitzer Prize winning 
shows planned for this year, Oscar Wilde’s Our 
Town, in the Black Box at 7 pm, November 4 and 
5.  Seating is limited and there are no advance 
tickets.  The box office opens at 6:30. 
 
Rehearsals for the hilarious fall musical Lucky 
Stiff are underway. You won’t want to miss this 
very funny murder mystery featuring the chase for 
an inheritance of hot diamonds and a last Monte 
Carlo fling for the dearly departed.  The show dates 
are December 3-6.  Get discounted tickets at 

www.fxplayers.org. 

 
You can help support our talented actors and 
technicians by joining the FHS Theatre Boosters, 
coming out to our terrific shows, and spreading the 

word about our upcoming fundraiser, the one day 
drama camp for 1st-8th graders on the Nov 3 
teachers’ work day.  See our web site for more 
information. 
 
Save the Dates: 
Oct 30  FX Players Halloween Party 
Nov 3   One Day Drama Camp for 1st-8th graders 
Nov 4-5 Our Town, Black Box 7 pm 
Nov 11  Theatre Boosters Meeting, F111 7 pm   
Nov 13  Theatre Lock-In 
Nov 28-29 Lucky Stiff Tech Days 
Dec 3-6 Lucky Stiff  Th-Sat 7:30 pm, Sun 2 pm 
Dec 9  Theatre Boosters Meeting, F111 7 pm 
Dec 19  NYC day trip 

 
 

Athletic News 
 

Winter and Spring athletes – mark your 
calendars! The Fairfax HS  athletic training staff 
will offer VHSL sports physicals on November 11 
from 6–8 pm at Fairfax High School. Physicals will 
be good for the 2009-2010 school year. Cost will be 
$50 for appointment and $60 for walk-ins. Limited 
space is available! For more information visit 
www.fairfaxhighsports.org or contact Brett 
Gustman (brett.gustman@fcps.edu ) or Emily Kelly 
(eakelly@fcps.edu ) at 703-219-2241.  

 
Cheerleading Winners! 

 
On Saturday, October 17th at Fairfax High School, 
26 cheerleading teams competed at the annual 
Rebel Rally. The Fairfax Freshman team placed 
second in their division, and Fairfax JV cheer team 
won their division. The JV team also had the 
highest score at the competition overall, placing 
them above all of the Varsity teams that competed.  
Both teams will compete October 24 at Centreville 
High School. 
 
Last year the Varsity Cheerleading team won 2nd 
place at the State level. They will begin their run at 
the cheerleading AAA title during the district round 
of competition in Northern Virginia, with District 
Finals at Fairfax High School on October 27th at 
6:30 pm. 

Randie Orr 


