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School Calendar 
 
September 
22  All Night Grad Committee-7PM 
24  Back to School Night- 7PM 
26  Football @ Centreville HS- 7:30PM 
27   Band Competition @ Herndon HS 

 
1  ZPizza Fundraising Night-5-9PM 
3  Football @ Herndon HS- 7:30PM 
4  SAT test at Fairfax HS 
4  Band Competition-Annapolis 
4  Float Building- 2PM 
4  Fall Play- 7:30PM 
5  Fall Play- 2PM 
6  Athletic Boosters- 7PM 
6  Band Boosters- 7PM 
8  Interim Grades Mailed 
9  African American Achievers- 7PM 
10  Homecoming Parade- 4PM 
10  Homecoming Tailgate- 5PM 
10  Homecoming (vs. Westfield)- 7:30PM 
11  Homecoming Dance- 9PM 
13  Columbus Day- NO SCHOOL 
14  Freshman Parent Night- 7PM 
15  Early Dismissal @ 11:15AM 
15  Hispanic Parents Mtg-Time TBA 
16  Academy Back to School Night 
17  Football @ Chantilly HS 
18   Band Competition @ Oakton HS 
20  PTSA meeting- 7PM in Career Center 
24  Football vs. Falls Church HS- 7:30PM 
29  Music Dept. Masquerade Concert- 7:30PM 
31  Football vs. Robinson (Senior Night)-

7:30PM 
 

 
A Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Rebel Parents, 
 
We are already well into the first quarter.  I hope 
your son or daughter is having a positive experience 
this year at Fairfax High.  We are continuing to 
focus on our three goals of increasing student 
achievement, strengthening school climate, and 
expanding professional learning communities to 
enhance student and faculty learning.   
 
Here are some frequent questions I’ve been asked 
about the school and our new programs: 
 
How is the Rewards and Remediation (R&R) 
program going? 
 
R&R is a program that rewards students for 
academic achievement while providing extra help 
during the school day for struggling students.  The 
program has already had tremendous success.  
Fairfax High School has reduced students with Fs in 
SOL classes by 58% in two years.  We are 
introducing the program earlier in the year so that 
students can take advantage of the opportunity 
sooner to improve their academic performance.  We 
will continue to assess the impact of R&R on 
student achievement throughout the school year. 
 
Is renovation complete? 
 
Renovation is all but complete.  Since the summer 
we have received a new foreign language lab, new 
sound and light systems in the auditorium and a 
new track for our stadium.   We also expect to do 
some finishing work in our stadium late this fall and 
early next summer.   Thank you all for your 
patience during this process.  
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What is Rebel Roundup? 
 
Mark your calendar now on November 11th at 
7:30am for Rebel Roundup!  This new program 
for parents allows you to have brief (2-3 minutes) 
but meaningful mini-conferences with your son or 
daughter’s teachers.  You will have their 1st quarter 
grades and can get great feedback about how they 
are doing in school.  We hope this program 
strengthens communication between parents and the 
school.  We know that together we can make sure 
every student does his or her very best at Fairfax 
High School. 
 
Thank you for all your support of Fairfax High 
School! 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott S. Brabrand, Ed.D. 

Principal 

Message from PTSA President 

Hello everyone! 
We are off to a great start this school year!  We 
welcomed 2215 students on the first day of school!   
The PTSA has already been working very hard 
through its volunteer helpers!   

• Over 2300 First Day Packets were “stuffed” 
on August 21 by 40 hardworking volunteers, 
students and staff.  We also had many hands 
help fold student schedules and stuff and 
label envelopes for Student Services. 

• The PTSA “bakers” provided cookies for all 
teachers and staff on August 26.  We have 
approximately 275 staff at FHS who work 
extremely hard to make sure that our 
children have the best educational 
experience!  

• The PTSA bakers were hard at work again 
for Student Services’ New Parent/Student 
Orientation on August 29 when coffee and 
breakfast pastries were provided for over 
350 new parents!  A special thanks to Vice 
Presidents Judy Thurston and Diane 
Mortiere who helped with this event in my 
absence! 

 

A big thank you to Nancy Melnick, Heike Harrup, 
Kay Walters and the Leadership classes for a 
fantastic Unite and Excite! event before our home 
football game on Sept. 5.  Many parents and 
students enjoyed bands, food, and lots of booths 
provided by clubs and school organizations. 
 
I participated in the School Plan Committee 
meetings the week of August 18.  You can be proud 
that you have such a dedicated, intelligent and 
focused group of chairpersons and administrators 
heading up academics at FHS. 
 
I attended the monthly City of Fairfax School Board 
meeting on Sept. 8.  Dave Saunders and Gwen 
Plummer from the Fairfax Academy gave a 
presentation that was very well received by the 
Board.  Dave and Gwen explained the Academy 
Improvement Plan, the Creative Leaders Project 
which is sponsored by the Academy’s partnership 
with the Apple Credit Union Educational 
Foundation, and the Summer Community Theatre 
Program.  There are 420 County students who go to 
Fairfax Academy; 20% are Fairfax High students.  
If you are unfamiliar with this part of Fairfax High 
School, please check out their website! 
 
Back to School Night for all grades is September 24 
at 7:00 pm.  Please be sure to attend and also stop 
by the PTSA table in the Commons and sign up for 
membership, purchase and/or pick up a Directory, 
sign up to volunteer for our many activities, and 
introduce yourself! 

 
Clai Jorgensen 

 
The next PTSA meeting will be held on Monday, 
Oct. 20 at 7PM in the Career Center. 

Join the PTSA! 

As of September 14, 262 parents have joined the 
PTSA!  THANK YOU!   
There are over 1800 families at Fairfax HS.  Please 
consider joining the PTSA.  You can return your 
envelopes to the Main Office or sign up at Back To 
School Night on September 24.  Thank you! 
 
   Toni Milmoe, Membership 



 
2007-2008 Year of Champions 

Awards and Honors 

 VIP School of Excellence Award from 
Governor Kaine 

 State Champions- Girls Swim and Dive 
Team 

 State Champions- VHSL One Act Play 
 Regional Science Fair- tied for 2nd place in 

FCPS for 1st place awards; record number of 
school projects 

 DECA National Champions 
 Latin Certamen State Champions 
 National Skills USA Competition- 2nd place 
 Scholastics American Vision Award 
 10 National Merit Commended Students 
 1 National Merit Semi-Finalist 
 Teacher of the Year Nominee- Pam 

Messersmith 
 National Teaching Ambassador- Eric Kinne 
 City of Fairfax School Board Proclamations 

honoring Rod Spelman and Patty Chatman 
 Support Employee of the Year- Rod 

Spelman 
 Girls State Governor- Kathleen So 
 Boys Nation Delegate- James Lee 
 FHS Custodial Staff selected as “Custodial 

Staff of the Year” 
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Governor’s School 

There will be a Governor’s School interest meeting 
held on Wednesday, October 1 in the Multipurpose 
Room during pride time.  All interested juniors and 
sophomores are invited to attend. 
 
The Governor’s School program began in 1973 
when Gov. Linwood Holton established the first 
summer residential program for 400 gifted students 
from across Virginia.  The program has expanded to 
serving more than 7,500 gifted students from all 
parts of the commonwealth.  Governor’s School 
offers the state’s most able students academically 
and artistically challenging programs beyond those 
offered in their home schools. 
 

The areas of study are visual and performing arts; 
humanities; agriculture; math, science, and 
technology; and foreign language.  Mentorships are 
also offered in Life sciences and medicine, Marine 
science, and engineering/NASA. 
 
Students focus on one special area of intellectual or 
artistic strength and interest and study in a way that 
best suits the gifted learner’s needs.  Each program 
stresses non-traditional teaching and learning 
techniques.  Students are involved in classroom and 
laboratory work, field studies, research, individual 
and group projects and performances, and seminars 
with noted scholars, visiting artists, and other 
professionals.  Students live on a college campus up 
to 5 weeks during the summer and have the 
opportunity to live, study and get to know other 
students with similar interests and abilities from 
across Virginia. 
 
Students are chosen based on academic records, test 
scores, extra-curricular activities, honors and 
awards, creativity, original essays, teacher 
recommendations, strong desire to learn, and a 
clean discipline record.  For more general 
information concerning Governor’s School visit 
www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/Govschools/ . 

 
Peter Uncles, Guidance Counselor 

 
 
 
 

Hispanic Parents Meeting 
October 15 
In Cafeteria 

 
(watch for more info from Ana Bauserman) 

 

African American Achievers - Promoting 
Academic Success at Fairfax High 

School!!! 

The African American Achievers Committee at 
Fairfax High School was reactivated in January 
2006 to encourage, promote and recognize 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/Govschools/


academic success among students who are African 
– American, Black or of another minority group.  
We are a network of Fairfax High School parents, 
students, teachers and administrators who believe in 
the academic potential of our students and who are 
committed to supporting our youth in their 
academic journey to success.  While we have a lot 
to proud be of, we continue to need to work with 
our youth, along with Fairfax teachers and 
administrators, to improve the academic 
performance of students who are African 
American/Black.  By working together we will and 
can close the achievement gap.   
 
Last year we hosted a number of  lively  monthly  
PARENT-  TEEN forums with  topics such as: How 
to Help Your Child with  High School  Homework,   
A Dialogue with Dr. Brabrand:  the School’s 
Strategic Plan, Celebration of Black History Month: 
Voices  of the Past, Present and Future and our ever 
so popular  Holiday Potluck Dinner: Celebrating the  
Gift of Student Achievement. 
 
Our first meeting for the school year 2008-2009 will 
take place on Thursday, October 9th from 7:00pm 
to 8:30pm- Multipurpose room. All are welcome 
to attend. Light Dinner will be served.  For more 
information, please feel free to contact Pearl 
Johnson, African American Achievers Coordinator 
at 703 909-9119 cell, 703 865-6964 home or email: 
PeaJohns7@aol.com.  We welcome you with open 
arms!  Look forward to seeing you at Fairfax High!     

 
Mott Community Center 

The Mott Community Center offers a FREE after 
school program for Fairfax County teens.  The 
program runs from 2-6PM Monday-Friday.  It is 
located at 12111 Braddock Rd. in Fairfax.  Teen 
services also offers programming at the Mott Center 
on teacher workdays, both winter and spring breaks, 
but are closed on holidays. 
 
Participants will have access to a state of the art 
computer lab and will also be provided with a quiet 
study area with homework assistance, sports 
programming, gym, art club, gaming club, teen 
forums, field trips and more.  The after school clubs 
and activities are youth driven and youth led.  Each 

quarter (every 8 weeks) teens will decide what trips, 
clubs and other activities in which they wish to 
participate.  Limited transportation is available from 
Fairfax HS to the Mott Community Center.  For 
questions and registration please contact the Mott 
Teen Center Program Coordinator, Christopher 
Goldbecker at (703) 278-8605. 

 
Late Buses 

So, what are these late buses?  How do they work?  
Who can ride them?  Where do they go?  Now that 
the late buses are running, it’s time to answer all of 
those questions. 
 
Late buses are available on Mondays and 
Thursdays.  On Mondays the late buses depart 
Fairfax High School at 3PM.  On Thursdays buses 
depart at 4PM.  The late buses are provided to 
enable students to stay after school and do 
homework, meet with teachers or attend meetings.  
The library is open on days the late buses run. 
 
Late bus routes can differ from the normal route 
your student is used to.  Each subschool office has a 
complete list of the late buses and their routes 
posted on their hall window.  Your student simply 
needs to find the correct bus number and get on at 
the assigned time.  It may be a little scary the first 
time your student tries it, but it’s a great benefit 
you’ll want to become acquainted with. 
 
Sometimes questions arise about late bus schedules 
not matching sports practice schedules.  Late buses 
are intended to help students with their academic 
commitments and unfortunately do not usually 
match sports practice schedules. 

Judy Thurston 
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Internet Safety: 
Empowering Parents 

Virginia PTA and the Enough Is Enough 
organization are co-sponsoring a public town hall 
meeting on Monday, October 6 to help parents learn 
what they can do to protect their families on the 
Internet.  Come hear from experts: law 
enforcement, clinicians, psychologists, industry 
executives, a convicted predator and victims of 
online exploitation.  This meeting will take place at 
Robinson Secondary School, 5035 Sideburn Road 
on Monday, October 6 from 7-9PM.  Registration 
and refreshments start at 6PM.  For more 
information see the following website:  
www.novadistrictpta.org . 

Alcohol:  Myths & Facts 

A great many parents and teenagers are uninformed 
or misinformed on the subject of alcohol.  This can 
lead to behavior that can be harmful to both 
children and parents.  Below are listed some 
statements that illustrate common attitudes 
concerning alcohol and the explanation for why 
these statements are false. 
 
“My child would never drink.” 
 
Don’t bet on it.  Teens face tremendous pressure 
from peers to drink—at parties, sporting events, 
proms, etc.  This pressure is reinforced by 
advertisers who show drinking as a fun and 
harmless activity.  Remember, eight out of ten 
high school students have tried alcohol. 
“Drinking isn’t so bad.  At least they’re not 
into ‘drugs’.” 
 
Alcohol is a drug and it can be just as harmful to 
teenagers as other drugs.  Alcohol is a major 
factor in the three leading causes of death among 
young people—accidents, homicides and 
suicides.  It has also been proven that alcohol is a 
“gateway drug” for teens.  Once addicted to 
alcohol, many students move on to other drugs 
like marijuana and cocaine. 
 
“Drinking is just a teenage rite of 
passage—it’s a phase that will pass.” 

 
The younger teenagers are when they start 
drinking, the more likely they are to be heavier 
drinkers throughout their lives.  For all age 
groups, persons who began drinking before 17 
have roughly two to five times the rates of heavy 
drinking as do their peers who began drinking 
after 21. 
 
“If my child does drink, it’s just to be social 
at parties—it’s not as if he/she has a 
‘problem’.”  
 
Studies have found that most students who drink 
use alcohol to handle stress or boredom.  When 
youth drink they tend to drink intensively, often 
consuming four to five drinks at one time.  
NIAAA data show that 11 percent of 8th 
graders, 22 percent of 10th graders, and 29 
percent of 12th graders had engaged in heavy 
episodic, or binge, drinking within the past two 
weeks.   Thirty-nine percent say they drink 
alone; 58 percent drink when they are upset; 30 
percent drink when they are bored; and 37 
percent drink to feel high. 
 
If you have concerns about your teenager’s use of 
alcohol or other drugs your Fairfax High School 
Student Assistance Program is here to support you.  
Please contact Claudia Lane at (703) 219-2374 or 
claudia.lane@fcps.edu.  All information is 
confidential. 
 

 
What is a Pathways student? 

Pathways is a program that is targeted at seniors 
who might choose to attend NOVA and then 
transfer to George Mason University.  It’s a 
program designed to help ease what can be a 
confusing process for both the student and the 
parents. 
 
Fairfax High School has a counselor specifically 
trained to guide Pathways students.  Jayna Turner, 
our Pathways counselor, is new to our school this 
year.   She works part time at Fairfax High School 
and part time at Northern Virginia Community 
College (NOVA). 

http://www.novadistrictpta.org/
mailto:claudia.lane@fcps.edu


 
If accepted into the Pathways program, the Fairfax 
HS student will receive individual counseling on 
college transition issues, attend special workshops 
and receive early placement testing and priority 
course registration for their first semester at NOVA.  
If academically qualified a student could pursue 
options to earn college credit while finishing high 
school. 
 
The Pathways program continues on at NOVA, with 
special counseling available, academic support 
services, and the opportunity to apply early for 
junior year admission to George Mason University.  
Admission at Mason is contingent upon completing 
your Associate’s Degree at NOVA with a 2.5 GPA. 
 
Students interested in the Pathways program need to 
apply, and the deadline for application is November 
1, 2008.  There is no minimum GPA required to 
apply.  Applications are available from your regular 
guidance counselor or by contacting Jayna Turner 
directly, (703) 933-5087 or jaturner@nvcc.edu . 

 

Homecoming 2008 
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Welcome to the Jungle 
October 10-11 

 

 

Student Services 

The FHS Student Services staff will host a parent 
night for 9th grade parents on October 14th at 7PM 
in the auditorium.  Through this workshop-style 
program parents will be able to obtain valuable 
information to assist them in transitioning their 
student, navigating the high school system, and 
setting their child up for success.  Additional 

information about the program will be provided 
through the Student Services staff closer to the date.  
We look forward to seeing our 9th grade parents on 
October 14th! 

Marcy Miller, Student Services 

Career Center News 

Fall is a very busy time here in the Career Center.  
Seniors are starting to get anxious about the year 
ahead with college applications, essays, SAT 
deadlines and all.  At this time of year, College 
Admission Representatives request private college 
visits to Fairfax High School. These Reps know we 
have great students here at FHS and by attending 
the college visits, our juniors and seniors gain 
valuable information about these schools. Students 
can sign up for the college visits in Family 
Connection (through their Blackboard account), 
under visit schedule.  To date, there are over 60 
college visits scheduled, including: 
 
Sept. 22: Averett University, Lynchburg College, 
University of Alabama, Georgia Tech, Old 
Dominion 
Sept. 23: Stevenson University, Randolph College, 
Alderson-Broaddus College, Wagner College 
Sept. 24: Nichols College, Queens University @ 
Charlotte, Longwood, Columbia Union College 
Sept. 25: Bridgewater College 
Sept. 30: SUNY-Albany, George Mason, University 
of Arizona 
Oct. 1: East Carolina 
Oct. 2: James Madison University 
Oct. 6: Hollins University, Christopher Newport, 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Shenandoah University, 
Sweet Briar College, Roanoke College 
Oct. 8: Elon University, Vanderbilt, Barton College, 
University of Virginia’s College at Wise, Virginia 
Tech 
Oct. 9: High Point University 
Oct. 14: Methodist University 
Oct. 16: Ohio State, Kent State University 
Oct 20: University of Mississippi (Ole Miss), 
Greensboro College, Georgia Southern, Juniata 
College, Lycoming College, University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro 

mailto:jaturner@nvcc.edu
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Oct. 21: Boston University, Muhlenberg College, 
Washington University at St. Louis, Lenoir-Rhyne 
University 
Oct. 22: Gettysburg College, Saint Joseph’s 
University, Hofstra University, Cleveland State 
University 
Oct. 23: University of Maryland - College Park  
Oct. 27: University of Colorado at Boulder, Saint 
Francis University 
Oct. 30: George Washington University 
 
Here are some other important events to mark on 
your calendars:  
 
FCPS College Fair - October 19, 7:30-9:30 PM, 
Fair Oaks Mall  
FCPS College Night - October 20, 7:00-9:00 PM, 
Hayfield Secondary School.   
Financial Aid Night – November 13, 7:00 PM, 
Multi-purpose Room, FHS 
Sophomore Parent/Student Night – December 4, 
7:00 PM, Cafeteria, FHS   

Maureen Kim, Career Center Specialist 
 
 
 

Don’t Forget 
Rebel Roundup 

November 11 
7:30AM 

 
Designing an Exceptional Career 

Attitude 

DECA (formerly known as Distributive Education 
Clubs of America) is a national organization that 
prepares our students for their future in the business 
world:  Fairfax High School is our nation’s DECA 
leader.  Last year the Rebels finished first at the 
National Competition in Atlanta, GA.  This could 
not have been done without the 100% participation 
of all the Marketing students at FHS. 
 

This year, DECA is planning for an even more 
successful experience with a new group of 
marketing teachers at FHS that are enthusiastic 
about the past successes and the unlimited potential.  
Michele Webb (Department Chair), Sarah 
Hardenberg (returning), Matt Behne, and Rachael 
Malenich want to keep up this long reputable 
tradition. 
 
Mike Kim and Mike Larkins have accepted the 
challenge as Co-Presidents to bring the FHS DECA 
Chapter onto the next level in exceptional 
eminence.  This year the Rebel chapter will network 
from Washington, D.C. (DECA night at the 
Wizards) to New York (Fashion trip) to Anaheim, 
CA (DECA Nationals) to Orlando (Disney World).  
Our students will be socializing, presenting, and 
congregating with some of the most prevalent 
executives across the nation. 
 
DECA is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
develop leadership and business skills, which will 
help them to excel in future employment 
opportunities.  This organization has a tremendous 
reputation and is exceedingly regarded by major 
universities.  Fairfax DECA is looking forward to 
another great year, living up to our reputation and 
exceeding all expectations. 
 

 
Class of 2010 

The Class of 2010 has several events coming up.  
Class rings can be ordered on September 23 and 24 
during all lunches.  The students who have 
previously ordered them will be able to pick them 
up in October.  We will also need students to help 
build the float for Homecoming and parents to help 
sell drinks during the Homecoming Dance.  
Students should watch the morning announcements 
for time and place of meetings and activities.  
Parents who would like to help may contact the 
class representatives (Janice Wyatt and Denise 
Groppe) or the class sponsors. 

Tricia Colclaser  
Julia Varanavage  
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Dance Team 

The FHS Varsity Dancers started our season with a 
halftime routine at the first “official” home game of 
the season,  Rebels vs. Marshall.  The Kick routine 
to the music “Calabria” was choreographed and 
taught by Juniors Katie Baugh, Chrystina Herring, 
and Aubrey May.  Though the weather wasn’t the 
best, the team was proud to be part of a winning 
night for FHS.  
  
The team is planning several fund-raisers for the 
fall, and will be participating in the Patriot Harley 
Davidson Open House on Saturday Sept. 20.  We 
will also have a table at Back-to-School night where 
you can purchase seat cushions for those CHILLY 
football games, as well as our brand-new “Rebel 
Pride” key lanyards!  Hope to see you there!  
 

Orchestra News 

The FHS Orchestras welcome to our staff this year, 
Mrs. Anna Sengstack, Assistant Orchestra Director. 
Mrs. Sengstack will be working primarily with the 
Intermediate Orchestra. Both the Intermediate and 
Advanced Orchestras are already hard at work 
preparing for our first concert of the year – 
Masquerade Pops. Please come and join us for this 
fun-filled annual concert on October 29 at 7:30 PM 
in the FHS auditorium.  
 

FHS Bands 

The Fairfax Marching Rebels have been hard at 
work since August to bring you their fall program, 
“Game Over”.  If you have not yet had a chance to 
do so, come to any home football game and enjoy 
the halftime show.  You will not be disappointed.   
The Marching Rebels also have several up-coming 
competitions and it is always a pleasure to have 
many cheering fans in the stands.  You can catch 
the Marching Rebels at any of these competitions: 
 
September 27   Herndon Showcase of Bands- 
   Herndon HS, Herndon, VA 
October 4         Marine Corps Invitational-Navy- 
   Marine Corps Stadium, Annapolis, MD 

October 11       Oakton Classic-Oakton HS, Oakton,VA 
October 25       VBODA Regionals-Location to be  
   announced 
 
Please refer to the website www.fhsbands.org for 
more information. 
 
The FHS Bands will be holding a fund-raising 
event at ZPizza, 11199-F Lee Highway, on 
October 1 from 5-9 pm.  The restaurant will 
generously donate part of their profit from the 
evening to the band program.  Please help support 
the FHS Bands by dining at ZPizza that evening and 
don’t forget to thank this establishment for their 
generosity by giving them your business in the 
future. 
 
The bands, under the direction of Ms. Meghan 
Benson, would also like to invite you to attend their 
up-coming concert.  On October 29 at 7:30 pm, the 
entire music department will proudly present their 
annual Masquerade Concert.  Please plan to join 
the band, chorus and orchestra for a fun-filled 
evening of pop music and show tunes.  The 
performers will be in costume and it promises to be 
a memorable evening!                                                             
 

Diane Smith 
Band Booster Communications Director 

Chorus 

The Fairfax High School Choral Department invites 
everyone to attend a Masquerade Pops Concert on 
Wednesday, October 29th at 7:30 p.m. in the FHS 
auditorium.  This will be the first concert of the 
2008 – 2009 season.  Six distinct FHS choirs will 
offer musical selections relating to the wind, the 
sky, and the stars. 
 
In keeping with the spirit of the season, students 
have been invited to wear costumes for the event.  
Students will be recognized for the scariest, 
funniest, and most creative costumes. 
 
Tables in the commons area will feature various 
music department fundraisers.  The choral groups 
will offer White House Christmas ornaments, gift 
wrap, and musical magnets for sale as well as a 
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limited quantity of fresh flowers.  The flowers will 
be packaged to stay fresh, so stop by the chorus 

table early to procure your tokens of appreciation 
for the performers. 

 
This concert will also feature FHS orchestra and 
band groups, and is expected to last approximately 
two hours, including one intermission.  Admission 
is free. 
 

Fairfax Academy 
 

Welcome New Teachers! Fairfax Academy 
welcomes two new teachers this year:  Andrea 
Heininge (Dance) and Leah Liao (Chinese).  Both 
come with prior teaching and professional 
experience as well as a great deal of enthusiasm to 
share with students.  We welcome them! 
 
Back to School Night:  Fairfax Academy parents 
are invited to the BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
program THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, at 7:30 pm 
in the FHS Auditorium.  A special workshop for 
Academy parents –-- “Applying to Arts Colleges” --
- will be offered the same evening at 6:30 pm in the 
Multi-Purpose Room. 
 
Skills USA National:  In June, Madison Moss 
(2008 FHS graduate), took her Skills USA Virginia 
state title in Photography to the national contest in 
Kansas City.  She came home with a 2nd Place 
finish among contestants from 30 states, and a 
number of prizes -- a $5000 scholarship to the 
Center for Digital Arts at Boston University; an 8 
megapixel Nikon Camera; a $300 gift certificate 
from MAC group for camera and shooting 
accessories; a labeling machine; and various studio 
supplies.  The Photography contest for Madison 
took two days and included the following skill 
areas:  Field Shoot, Trouble Shooting, Studio, Color 
Correcting, Print Competition, Digital 
Manipulation, Conceptual Design, Job Interview, 
Resume and a Written Test.  Madison is the first 
Fairfax Academy student to receive a medal at the 
National Skills USA contest – we are very proud of 
her accomplishments! 
 
Creative Leaders 101: The first Professional 
Development day for students, sponsored by the 
Creative Leaders Project and Apple FCU Education 
Foundation, will be held Thursday, September 25. 

Students will be with their Academy classes all day, 
and will participate in activities designed to build 
communication and leadership skills.  Jennell 
Evans, President and CEO of Strategic Interactions, 
Inc., will lead the AM session. The (surprise!) 
Keynote Speaker for the day is a well-known 
creative artist who has appeared on the Today 
Show, Oprah, and Good Morning America. 
Afternoon activities will be designed by teachers to 
continue experiential instruction in the concepts of 
leadership, collaboration, and communications 
skills. 
 
Community Outreach: Fairfax Academy students 
and teachers volunteered at the Arts & Technology 
booth at the International Children’s Festival held at 
Wolf Trap.  Through the magic of video, TV 
Production students were able to tape children 
having a conversation with themselves.  Students 
from Professional Photography Studio wowed 
visitors with special lighting techniques. The Music 
and Computer Technology students entertained 
children by showing them how to record unique 
sounds.  Over 40 students participated throughout 
the weekend. 

Gwen Plummer 

Academic Boosters 

Thanks to all the families who submitted their 
Academic Boosters Volunteer and Donation forms!   
If you haven’t had a chance to submit yours yet, it’s 
not too late.  The Academic Boosters has many 
programs to encourage all students to take pride in 
academic achievement and perform to their highest 
level. 
 
Our first big event will be our annual Academic 
Lettering Ceremony and Reception on November 5 
at 7:30 p.m.  This award is given to all students who 
maintained a 3.5 (or above) grade point average for 
the previous year.   We need many volunteers to 
help with set-up (starting at 4:30 p.m.) and food 
donations.  Please give your support to our 
wonderful students.  Here’s to a great year! 

 
Shelly Bechert  & Susan Kuck 
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Next PTSA Meeting 
20 October, 7 pm 
Career Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Submission Guidelines 

This PTSA newsletter is a monthly publication.  Deadline for next newsletter is October 9 (usually the 2nd 
Thursday of each month). 
 

Editor…………...………….Joan Szabo, sailboatjs1@verizon.net 
Assistant…………...……Judy Thurston, gthur39322@aol.com 

 
          PTSA President- Clai Eldrup-Jorgensen, claij@cox.net 

         (703) 830-8699 
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